Upright Utopia
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PARASHAS BECHUKOSAI

! l f you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform them; 4 then 1 will

provide your rains in their time, and the land will give its produce and the tree of the field will
give its fruit. > Your threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last unitil the sowing;
you will eat your bread to satiety and you will dwell securely in your land,

& | will provide peace in the land, and you will lie down with none to frighten you; | will cause
wild beasts to withdraw from the land, and a sword will not cross Yyour land. 7 You will pursue
Yyour enemies; and they will fall before you by the sword. 8 Five of you will pursue a hundred,
and a hundred of you will pursue ten thousand; and your enemies will fall before you by the
sword.é will turn My attention to you, I will make you fruitful and increase you; and I will
establish My covenant with you,

1 You will eat very old grain and remove the old to make way for the new. @] will place

My Sanctuary among you; and My Spirit wﬂl not reject yous(d| will walk é;waahg you, | will be
God unto you and you will be a people unto Me.(3 }am HasHEM, your God, Who took you out

of the land of Egypt from being their slaves; | broke the staves of your yoke and I led you erect,»

1 But if you will not listen to Me and will not perform all of these commandments; 15 if you
consider My decrees loathsome, and if Your being rejects My ordinances, so as not to perform
all My commandments, so that You annul My covenant — 16 then | will do the same to you; |
will assign upon you panic, swelling lesions, and burning fever, which cause eyes to long and

5 49 0O Vayikra / Bechukosai CHASAM SOFER ON THE T0=2~

hile Chazal ordinarily frown upon those who walk in a totally erect

posture (cf. Berachos 43b), to the extent that they describe such

behavior as having the effect (91:33) of “dislodging” the Shechinah,
that only refers to a situation when an individual takes the initiative to walk upright’ -

X

12. m33in3 'mabinm — J will walk among you. God will deal |
- withIsrael so generously and openly that His Presence will be
Zas obvious as that of a human king walking among his

subjects. This verse makes clear that the blessings of this
verse have not been completely fulfilled as yet, but in their
entirety they are meant for the future (Ramban).
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B35W3 sRa%nm. [ will be intimately close — not only to the life and
destiny of the community, but also to each individual and to every
family. I will reveal Myself in the life and destiny of every individual
\zEd of every home, for I will watch over them with special providence
and reveal My guiding proximity. Thus will be realized that which from
the beginning (see Shemos 6:7) was proclaimed as the highest purpose
of your destiny: I will uphold your lot and guide your actions, and you
wiH be My people, united and happy under My leadership. -

H

(nopy mpipa). If, however, we act approptiately humble and, nonetheless,
Hashem inspires us to rise to a loftier lovel (as we read noziny M3V nm), then i
is only appropriate for us to walk. proudly and in an upright manner (Chasam
Sofer 91 19w i, first reference). P byt
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13 @5%w nom. v means to float, to hover; by extension, a vw is that by
which a load is suspended. 9w mwm are apparently the two poles by
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which the load is attached to the yoke, the point where the power or
pressure is applied. The redemption from Egypt broke off the Egyptian
yoke from upon us, but the shafts of the yoke were still upon our necks.

were freed forever from the yoke of Egyptian slavery, it was possible
that this yoke would be replaced by another. We still had the tendency
to_bear — instead of the Egyptian yoke — the yoke of moral, social,
and political slavery.

Only 7mn 1 broke also the shafts of the yoke. Through amin 1nn, God
orever enabled us to stand upright, and granted us independence and
freedom. He gave us, at least, the direction and guidance to walk upright
iﬁwm&mmmﬂmﬂgn?

g of keeping the mitzvos: We gained autonomy and dignity — against the
forces of sensuality and nature, against all social and political forces.

Z\N’e still carried with us the instruments of slavery; and although we
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23 1¥ 187 n1nip 125N — And lead us upright to our land. According to
the custom of the Arizal, which was adopted all over Ashkenaz, at this point
we gather our four tzitzis, to symbolize our desire to see and experience the
kibbutz galuyos at the time of Mashiach. Although one is prohibited from
engaging in any other activity during tefillah, to avoid a disruption of
kavannah, nevertheless, since this act is symbolic of the words of this
particular tefillah, it does not interfere with one’s concentration on it.

The word nrmnip occurs only once in all of Tanach, and besides its use
here in this tefillah, we also use it in the series of 190737, which we say after >
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Bircas HaMazon : 11y7x% nmonip noon RITIINY Syn 1%y 02w K RO
he singular occurrence of iy in Tanach is: nanx 951K 0%y nun REZA

nmp, and | broke the poles of your yoke, and I led Yyou upright (Vayikra T2 FTIBR NN DM BYp 9y PRI an3 (omn W) T Yoo a9oa
—ee——e

26:13). Rashi (ibid.) explains nvimip as N9ty Mo, an upright and grect A DT Pl BTNM 790D malpa hvanan mxw WNT A Ao
wPosture. The simple meaning of this pasuk is that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is e e

- . X1 13 91 700 9K nowml Nom LV 1D R TDRAn wh o 31
elling Bnei Yisrael that He took them out of Mitzrayim and broke the yoke of ATPEBN 15 591 mounb novm: 'n X7 DB ?1;(5‘ n?;'l;ﬂ wn’u _i;m:

. . . . - . . 14 4 4 4 L
Egyptian slavery for the purpose of their receiving the Torah on Har Sinai, PPME OO T2 PH _DRID /X0 X 5 DBIOTD min 0P mmpa
toward Which He led them in an _upright posture. . ) ) UNPB NRIY R0 AP PRY 23 XN 130 X PRT9 7T X098 95

The translation, “[ led you in an upright posture,” provided by Rashi, ST

- 2 i 5 ’
presents a difficulty in light of the statement that one should not walk even BMOY oot b o axman boa mor xum yT5 R Iy
four amos with a 9wy mp¥p, an overly erect posture, because it is a sign of R Epl oBp 53 Ty :-mm b1 Py b, 1::&";: BTRI PR .NrIma Yy .
arrogance (Kiddushin 31a). T remember, when [ was in the Mirrer Yeshivah, BT NI 3 PO 15 BN InT Mpnn omTen DieRen T X }
my revered Rebbe, the Mashgiach, HaRav Yerucham Levovitz, was troubled < T S —— oTb%3 omYs 55 3w o —r J
by this, and offered a prize of 10 zlotys to any bachur who could explain this Sobn PP ono X5 anb o - 121 53 5w s .on
Rashito his satisfaction. | would have loved to earn the 10 zlotys at that time, 5E5 T e MET PM b R ™ phon pr > mr
but it took me many years to understand the true meaning of nT’nnTP I nvn& e 5133 x’?n %K asn QR ’vayuy DI Dmen 9 M 1°R%
finally came to the realization that Rashi’s explanation of nmnip as mipa
[ 1911 means he understood it as having the meaning of stretching oneself up}
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to one’s full height. This would be similar to what one would do while his
~ height is being measured at the doctor’s office.
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Based on this, the meaning of the pasuk is as follows. Haladosh Baruch H 1 A5 X0 pn Kb ADWY IDPA X TN %5 T o~

i i i Yi i iti demption from Egypt, /
- S strfael et "} ad(:}zzzi;;t}}%?;tiﬂ;ed; lpredeem you )f’mm R Yow nvImR TEB ART o et P NPT nramm
4 s of your yoke, s n .
/blr:vT:r;i;rex EZI;pt blﬁlcogmpletely severed any vestiges of your connection to) & TP ) BTen IX RESY T 155 NG TR BT et TR o
3 A !
tthe swamp of Egyptian culture, which had dragged you down through the v'n >
TIXDID MyY, the forty-nine gates of tumah. During the long years of enslave-

nguished in the swamp of Egyptian culture, and were i) a ) Py . = 5
Z‘e“f: ngé?r:;?h:;;ilfuﬁ growth. However, when the redemption came, a7%% pbn nmwa abynb AW o DIRA %33 MY %9 Aumb an YA
eprive : G
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i i from Egypt as MDY NP3 A O3 ATRYM 7weN 19 M ahyab nowmia von b
h Baruch Hu whisked this former horde of slaves away . 7 P '
ﬁaf:gf)sas the eagle flies,” ™1 913 Sy DONX KK, and within forty-nine DXV I8H DO 1Y ,0Ynd 99°0n obwh n:.r:;n xb w;m mg:xmz; 72::[11
d(;us thi found themselves sté;laing at the foot of Har Sinai on a spiritual DT T D oYL A1 ORGP maen X ,7: Raloe) m‘;ﬁ’ 11:1;;.)1:
i X 957 a
lev};l ele\ilated enough to receive the Torah. During this brief time period, Ha- pRaY ADWT WA XM nvIn p:-r;:n ::: :9;;:0{; = ; .:; g -,mw;;-‘
i : o o s
Kaz)sh Baruch Hu had brought Klal Yisrael up from the depths of depravity, i e e 119:1-7 ;mp ;,;y[ .m. pe
' i igh ible level that they could ever reach. LU e} 7 - b G R Eow > Ry A WY i Y
and raised them fo the hlg g TORD 1AV DIAR Y AW Anp S¥a R Xl 2,3 R
i "InT> DN 971X) means that at the time of Matan Torah, — 2 1 moam )
AccordmgBly, nlmliil h?é? ;\i"se& the Jewish nation up to_their fullest DO FPYNN TR XUR ,MYDTH DYTP XY WX DRI DPIM a7 e
h Baruc u had T ) 3 .
Kad‘os had rienced all the nissim and niflaos that were associ- QWK MPBY TN P0wnt movab ovn AW LW OBV XR 1D novng
ekl ey aMterPe‘l d krias Yam Suf and the manna. And when IO NXY RPN — 2NRT N OBPT pm TITHT  mman R KT
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iaj;::r :ll théése great revé{ations of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, the Jewish people X1 :W;' nmAN .mvr;nn '71?!&' “-,;T”i.;;:n 1;‘:1;:?:,71::; ‘m::“,m-l ;:1;;
finally stood at the foot of Har Sinai and uttered the words, 1927 WK Y2 12 _1?! ? VYT .Aun? nTwa :DT-' ”1 ;I: - mlm v‘m nmn' qm:: -
yﬁwﬁnwn Whatever Hashem has said we will do and we will listen (Shemos ST ﬂV:"‘:PJ:, ,mn:n.nf'ﬁi; :‘; D.1 Rum.m ;ﬁ v ‘R'? e
2;17) tl{é;—l,]ad been raised to the highest level of spiritual development they DP‘ N".; AR 2D 'lli WRRH"I = T:w —— m;m’ - m,-' kB 20
coixld"ever possibly reach. At that moment, they had achieved the spiritual wX R‘);'l ,}@w: mu;‘rp i1, 1,:' - m-; ! w,m -ﬂ;m;b e
level of Adam before the sin, and were at their highest level of spiritual on 1oyl ’m!’,gs{?}.;»égjﬁ:’: w:w;_‘ m‘x"’z'? ;,m ;,,, n"ﬂ.‘; -
i This is the f971 ipa that Rashi understood to be the PR P — | WY ,UBY; e . : ‘
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meaning of npnip.
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6. 722% nx YN ‘1 Y91~ HASHEM, YOUR GOD, WILL CIRCUMCISE YOUR HEART AND

THE HEART OF YOUR OFFSPRING TO LOVE HASHEM, YOUR GOD.

[Why now, after the people are already penitent, returning to God with all their heart (above, v.
2), does God promise to “circumcise” their heart? Ramban explains:]
NIN PYIDR TMWY K3 13725 DINYY MmN sy — This is in accordance with that which [the Sages],
of blessed memory, said, “He who attempts to become pure, i.e., righteous, is aided in the
process” (Shabbos 104a),  Anix Ty 81 333% 533 whx 3wNY 0K 9 — for Moses is assuring the
nation that after you, the nation of Israel, will return to [God] with all your heart (v. 2) He
will help you to achieve righteousness by “circumcising” your heart.!

[Ramban discusses what is meant by circumcising the heart:]
TMRINY 7Y IV 02N 19 71§73 — And this concept, that T am about to expound, is apparent from

MR PY ,0m1avh b nrib manns
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mvnmg: ‘D33 _5"T 5w Awivs w:m@
U0 _XoW Xunw DTip PWRIN OIX Sw

2791 0K 2% nixnn 9y oy

Scriptures™  yy ix pI¥ X3 NiwyY DT T3 NN AOE TRMT 0 0 — that from the end of 212
creation,' the option is in man’s hand to do either righteousness or evil, according to his SN . ~ — i
will,  y72 bnivya Wiy 2103 DRTAD MY DY TN ™13 ,19 inE 19t b3y — and for the entire era i e TR 7| 172

of the Torah' it is to be so, in order that [people] should earn credit for reward through their
choice of the good® or suffer punishment when they willfully opt for the bad.  ntan bax 5
30 1% 2iv TPN2T MR mwea — But in the Messianic era, it will be [mankind’s] nature to
choose the good, %3 12 1¥pry x%) MK iy Y 257 muemy XY — the heart will not crave that’ TRI2BD TIY I3 DAVT RO W D NN TIPA IPW RET MR TR N0ED
which is .not app?opnat? 'and will l.lot hav.e any desire for it at all.  1x3 naann nbmn xuy - DERY WU “IMRC WY 0D JTY 13 RTTIW ANNANT KT W AN N ;Y
And this is the “circumcision” that is mentioned here,  xv12%7 %tm 253 nby mynm R - e P e TR opem—
=i &%) am KW - for lust and craving are like a foreskin for the heart,” and therefore the 12 772 KW Tt 72 2R DMK KT BN0R 2T YT KW “NRKY s TR

KU DBR X0 NS 1T WK DTR QK .00 IR Ko wgab

DmRY MR 19 A700 TUTY A MRk VI MRPRE IMp1 0w 1900 KW
owy mEn — Rt o b TPIPAA NTAY AN DRI TR

cfrcuméision of the heart is that [the heart] shall not lust and shall not desire. DN 2N

PNt o Sy i o i Wb XuI 1y — Man shall return at that time to the spirit_ual statg
that he was in before the sin of the first man,  Wi¥J3 7 K9] NiwYY MR T W03 ngw my
¥: 129 127 ~ when he would do by nature that which is proper to do, and he did not have in his
1l the s MYRI2 1703 "M8Y 03 — as [ have

abynh _mbynnt — mwxiw %
B ey -
will the simultaneous pull of one thing and its opposite,'® JT9 12 N3N tmb D3pYTER 19B% KW ML ALY KIS TS AIm
explained in the Torah portion of Bereishis (on Genesis 2:9). bay TUWR M3 ; 4TOYNKSC NIPMA DRTAY AR KSW M2 KoM
[Ramban finds support in the words of the prophets for this concept:] ' 79 TSN TYR RO HDRBRA
FHRTA 227 MRY 7 3 — And this is what Scripture is saying in Jeremiah: o A WY 9733 70 ORI DAY IR DY Yy 1 7 q
770 TR T 1 Ny S AWV W ATIAY NN 3Ty 18 nbysb mbynnb nwp Thay — ben |

WY N3 T 0D XY DX N3 N g 1 Ry K3 — Behold days are coming - the word of STy = ¥
Hasupy — when I will seal a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of X7 W MANam KRBT 05w WRTA DR m'l'_'”"*j?"l”lyh r,w 2%

Judah.  Wmix DRAN DK N1 WK a3 XY — Not like the covenant that I sealed with their
forefathers, etc. B393R DK NN ... BT RN NK DX N3 DK NMOK WK NMRT DY D
“3an3% 03% Syy — For this is the covenant that I shall seal with th.e Hc.mse of Isra.el after
those -days ... I will place My Torah within them and I will write it otzto their heart
(Jeremiah 31:30-32).  MN73 Myn iyawa 3% niby) 1y Swa wm - This placing of thfe Torah
within them and writing it onto their hearts refers to the abolition of the evil inclination and
the heart’s doing by its nature what is proper for it to do.
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30 f Wle ndorwh :
The parashah begins: If you follow My decrees and you guard
My‘commandmen ts, which Rashi interprets to mean: If you toil in

Torah, and this toil is complemented with the intention of perform-
ing all that is written in the Torah, The pesukim continue with a
description of the blessings, peace, and tranquility that the Jewish
people will merit if they make Torah the focal point of their lives.
The Tetah concludes this description with Hashem’s declaration, “I
am_Hashem Who took you out of Egypt from being their slaves;

o
aral-a c 27 -

N3
yj

PR - NPT NP2 1DOMY HRIY' NR ATAN NI2N VRV MY IR
n2730 AMNN 1N D771 125 DAY ROR MR TIT2 ORIN NOPIY N
20 593 HvannY *han ,nopr NPIPa MM AMNA DR MY SRV N
(R"0 [/} 10 n"R) PW-INNVN nHnna R"DIN_anaw 901 ,0iYY oayhnn
I NTaYa 1YY DYonn DIR M1 AN VYA R 5

DnnY anRm o0 nomam 1YY 1373 mIR - 3 1913 73 NI ,ANYn
L1293 VRN N ANWN NYRY 0% nYyn IR D M0 1O NN
mivn %5 NR 9YpY 1191 BNY ANININ R2DVT ROP?DN DR YRIVY ANM0ANN

and I broke the rods of your yoke, and I led you erect (komme-
mius).” Rashi translates kommemius as “with erect stature.”
¢ The erect stature mentioned here is not referring to physical stat-
ure. The Torah is not discussing the proud gait of a soldier armed
with an M-16 or a general sporting a chest decorated with medals.

DPYYRN MApYa 12%1 W 197 Y2 vInY svan ,npt NMIP2Y 1WA NN
7D NRN DNYTRY DIDINN IRY IR DRYY

8D, 12298 ,13731 T PR - W nYynh Moty roaw ,0NY 2N Yar
MNIY NNYY DR DN TP DR PNY Y L.AwITPh amnn v nns1aa®

Rather, the Torah is describing a feeling of spiritual elevation, digni-
ty, and greatness. This is a feeling . R
bbrm of the combination of toil in
Torah, performance of Hashem’s
mitzvos, and sincere prayer.
~JA person who exerts himself
in. these areas is bound to feel
the spiritual sensation of walking
“kommemius.” This feeling is a
natural outcome of immersion in
spirituality. Such a person lives a
life_of spiritual greatness, and is
elevated above the trivialities that
occupy most people. In addition,
he walks with dignity, and with the A
knowledge that he is following the proper path.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Bechukosai 26:13)

“The Torah is describing
a feeling of spiritual

elevation, dignity, and

greatness. This is a
feeling born of the

combination of toil in

Torah, performance of

Hashem’s mitzvos, and
172

sincere prayer.
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here are two pesukim in Tekillim (84:5-6) I would like to

call to your attention. Most are familiar with these pesukim,

but it would be worthwhile to give them a little more thought.

King David is telling us something important here. So let’s
learn them together.

/We say the first of these pesukim three times every day.
“Ashrei yoshvei veisecha, the praises of those that sit and dwell in
Your House, o4 yehallelucha selah, more, will they praise you
forever.” The generally accepted translation of the word ashre:
is “praises.” The word o4 means “more.” Thus, the praise of th
-Almighty is an expression of od, of moreness. |

(

’ go let us begin by examining the phrase “the praises of a per-

v Json.” To what do these words refer? They refer to the excel-

Y- lence of a person, the brilliance, the shine, the glow, the achieve-
ment of the optimum, the ultimate expansion of his being.

When does a person shine brightest? When is he at the point of
fullest expansion? Not when he is wealthy. Not when he is famous.
Not when he can indulge all his desires for pleasure.

7 A person is at his greatest when he is making maximum use of
his divinely endowed abilities. That is when a person reaches true

¢ cxcellence. The measure of excellence is in the power of od, when
a person is more, when he is in an expanded state of being.
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So when does a person reach this praiseworthy state? When i :
does he achieve an expansion of his being, a sense of “more- A/The alphébeﬁcai progression of the verses in Ashrei, from begin-
-ness”? When he “dwells in Your house,” when he sits in the beis ning to end, indicates the systematic order and the rule of the natural
.midrash, where he comes into close contact with the Torah. That system by which God runs the world. That He sustains all of Creation
is when he can access the power of od, that is when he reaches indicates God'’s personal involvement with the world in ways that tran-
true excellence. scend the rules of nature He Himself established. On rare occasions this
Hand of God, Divine Providence, is manifest in an overt manner, but
generally it is hidden within the natural order; the miraculous within

rah is mesamchei lev, it gladdens the heart. When vou 3
s b 4 5 ; ¥ the commonplace — and the miraculous nature of the commonplace —
embrace the Torah, your hearts expands with a pure, transcendent: S : -
( 8oes unnoticed.

joy, and you enter an expansive state of mind and soul. You eain . e bl o
\Jbr'(;ad Vision. You gain pzl:tiencc and a higher level of 1:0leranccg for sl hr:eg Ls_g_m(‘lue i that It ]uxtal? oses these two elements: We see a )
the irritations that life provides in such abundance. You become a systematic orderliness that cl?aract.erlzes the world; A causes B o [l causes
o person of “moreness”, and all from the joy of embracing and C, and so on. But that orderhnegs is on1»§.7 on the.surface, for in truth A
learning the Torah. Gauses B and B causes C only because Divine Providence wills it to be so.
This is the _r_p_iggg_g{l}o@usﬂggtﬂu_rﬁe of the commonplace; the supernatural
gives orderliness to nature. & =
=9 Hence, when someone recites Ashrei three times each day, he gains
e S a firm grasp of its message and earns thereby a place in the World to
R. Hlovs ® «Come. We generally think of the World to Come as a future state of exis.

tence, a promised reward. However, the Arizal teaches that Olam HaBa,

In a different piace in Tehillim (19:9), King David lets us know

722 ) NER UziEL

P9

THE MIRACLE OF NATURE
Bechukosai opens with a description of the reward promised to those
who observe the Torah'’s laws and obey its commandments; 33

2 the World to Come, can also be understood to mean “the world that co- |
If you follow My statutes...then the Land of Israel will produce abun- e ]

A i . mes” — a here-and-now world that is “always coming,” in gﬁg preéeni,
dant yield...and you will live in your land n camplci= securlty.... for those who can perceive it. By noticing the miraculous Hand of God?
God will intensify His Providence for the Jewish people and they lell i;x_fhe commonplace and in the workings of néture, OB Sty Hhe
increase and prosper, and He will establish a new covenant with World to Corie even in Hhiis word.

them. (Vayikra 26:3-9) The Talmud teaches that, unlike the thrice-daily recitation of Ashrei,
someone who recites the Great Hallel daily blasphemes against God. The
The topic closes with the words “I am Hashem your God, Who Great Hallel speaks of God’s miraculous intervention in the natural order |
lyouéht you out of Egypt.... I will break the bands of your yoke and I of Creation. As great as these miracles are, they are exceptions to the sys-
will make you walk erect [komamiyus]” (ibid., 13). The Torah employs tem God created to rule the world; they highlight the supernatural rather
‘the term komamiyus to express that the Jewish people will walk with . than the commonplace. Someone who recalls such miracles dailyisin a ,
leads held high, independent, proud, and confident. sense belittling God, as if God’s greatness were limited to out-of-the-

:&, Our Sages teach that one should not walk especially erect, with a ordinary miracles.

proud bearing, for “God’s glory fills the world” (Berachos 43b). Yet it ap- The blessings listed in the opening passage of Bechukosai are all
‘e—__-ars from God’s promise in this passage that a bearing of komaniyus — natural events: rain will fall, the land will produce in abundance, the
2 d held high — was the objective of all God did for the lewish peo- enemy will not attack, and so on. When we are sustained through “nat-
alhea eh 1‘g -P—I 7 d them from slavery. In fact, this promise ural” means, we tend to feel a certain degree of indebtedness toward the
ple from the time He redeeme y. ; i = . Sy =0
v indicate that a state of komamiyus will also be the culmination immediate source of _that sustenance, be 1.t the land, a boss, or sorr.xe
o ™ e M Biach comas M(_)t_@er agent. Recognizing the Hand of God in natural phenomena — in
\ of all the blessing He will bestow on them until Mashiach ¢ , e

- - : " the rainfall, in the produce, in the tranquility and security we experi-
ﬁ» It is no coincidence, says Rabbi Levi (Bava Basra 88b), that this pre-

ence — is more difficult by far than recognizing His Divine Providence

-

- e — in the manna God sent from heaven. Recognizing the Hand of God in
sentation of blessings begins with the first letter of the Hebrew alpha- o the hand that gives us our paycheck is certainly more difficult than rec.

bet, the alef, and concludes with the final letter of the Hebrew alphabet, ©gnizing His Divine Providence if we win the lottery.

o the sav of komamiyus. This hints that the entire alphabet signifies the 2’(QDIYQQI_)SOIUEQ_?t_‘-_CpgnitiOH that everything comes from God allows

totality of the blessing in store for those who observe the Torah’s com- us to be gﬁ{!}ﬂ’}?}Z EFEEE‘ESPEEP_‘? f_{ge_. fI;_q tpe e:_qeptmthatﬂwe fail to
mandments; they will be rewarded by God with everything good. see the miraculous in our everyday life and livelihood, we retain some
3(0 The Talmud states, “Reciting the Ashrei prayer three times each day  of the enslavement of Egypt. Our indebtedness to the agencies of nature
earns one a place in the World to Come” (Berachos 7b). The reason, says and the natural order of our lives prevents us from walking erect.
~the Talmud, is because Ashrei contains two essential elements: praise of Hence, when God promises, “I am Hashem your God, Who
( God for sustaining all of creation and the alphabetical order of its br.ought you out of ESYPt---: I Wil? b.re?k the bands of your yo‘ke, and I
( verses. Because of these two features, Ashrei is considered superior to ei-~ Will r.nake you T/Valk komamiyus,” it is 1f1deed th? consummation of ff“‘
ther psalm 119, whose verses also follow the order of the Hebrew alpha- blessing. For with the yoke of subservience to nature broken, we will

bet but make no mention of God sustaining the world, or psalm 136, Yghtfully feel independent, proud, and confident — not broud before
et bu )

also known as the “Great Hallel,” whose verses praise God for the greaf _

: ¢ the Hebrot God, as our Sages have warned us against, but proud vis-a-vis the rest of
miracles He has performed, although not in the sequence o Seatiln, solle e i e =

alphabet.
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